Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 16th of February, 2009 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. T. Breathnach

Present:
Cllrs. Mary Hilda Cavanagh, Pat Millea, Maurice Shortall, John Brennan, Catherine Phelan, Marie Fitzpatrick, John Coonan, Pat Fitzpatrick, Martin Brett, Michael Lanigan, Malcolm Noonan, Matt Doran, Billy Ireland, Tom Maher, Dixie Doyle, Pat O’Neill, Tommy Brennan, Michael O’ Brien, Ann Phelan, Pat Walsh, Dick Dowling, Cora Long, Pat O’ Neill, Pat Dunphy, 
Apologies:
Cllr. Catherine Connery. 
In attendance:
 J. Crockett County Manager, T. Walsh, P. O’ Neill, 

J. Mulholland and J. McCormack Directors of Services, 

J Dempsey, Head of Finance, B. Mernagh Senior Engineer, D. Malone Senior Planner, M. Murphy Senior Executive Engineer and Adrian Waldron Meetings Administrator. 
 
At the outset of the meeting formal votes of sympathy were passed to the Brennan Family, Suttonsrath on the death of their mother Peggy Brennan mother of Nicky Brennan President of the GAA and the Brett Family on the death of Jack Brett father of former Councillor and Cathaoirleach of Kilkenny County Council Jimmy Brett. A vote of sympathy was also passed in respect of the late Jim Graham father of Evelyn Graham Executive Architect with Kilkenny County Council.

On behalf of management and staff the County Manager joined with the Cathaoirleach and members contributing in offering his sympathy to the families concerned. 

Contributions Cllrs. M. Brett, M. Shortall, M. Lanigan, M. O’ Brien, T. Maher and D. Doyle. 

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 
· John Downey, Knockatore, The Rower on the death of his father Pat Downey. 
· Catherine Reade, Clohogue, Clifden, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Mary Reade. 

· The Howley Family, Ballytarsney, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Martin  Howley. 

· Mary Corcoran, Ballinearla, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother. 

· Margaret O’ Hanlon, Ballinearla, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother. 

· Paddy O’ Hanlon, Ballinearla, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother. 

· The Crowley Family, Riverquarter, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of John Crowley. 

· Paddy Tobin, Ballycuddihy, Johnstown, Via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Eileen Tobin. 

· Ann Forristall, Dundaryark, Danesfort, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Michael Forristal. 

· The Brennan Family, Suttonsrath, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother. 

· Mrs. Margo Grace, 3 Shandon Park, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Richie. 

· The Cody Family, Dublin Road, Kilkenny on the death of Michael Cody. 

· Richard Walsh, Smithstown Mullinavat on the death of his aunt Mary Hogan. 
· The Hendrick Family, Deerpark, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mrs. Hendrick. 

At this juncture the meeting stood for a minutes silence.

Following this minute’s silence the Cathaoirleach noted a number of events and achievements that had taken place since the January meeting. 
Commiserations were offered to Tullogher/Rosbercon who were narrowly defeated in the All Ireland Junior Championship

Best wishes were offered to Ritchie Mullally, Glenmore winner of 5 Senior All Irelands on his retirement from intercounty Hurling

Congratulations were offered to the following

· St Bridget’s Callan,Leinster Colleges Schools Camogie winners

· Graham Doyle, Freebooters capped for Rep of Ireland Junior Soccer Team and Jimmy Keohane, Evergreen capped for Under 18 Schools Team

· Karen Doyle, Piltown who won the Eircom ladies Under 19 player of the year.

· The members of the various schools swimming teams who performed so well in the National Championships particularly Shani Stallard and Jane Roberts who won gold medals.

· The members of the Grand Dragon Karate Club who performed so well at the recent World Championship, particularly Aaron Gallagher who was victorious in one of the Under 15 categories.

· To Craig Breen from Kilkenny winner of the opening round of the Petro systems national Junior Rally Championship.

Other notable events that have taken place over the past month include

· The formal opening of Watershed

·  A visit to the Kilkenny Manchester Association to commemorate the 30th year of their foundation

· The return of the 98th Infantry Battalion from Chad

The Cathaoirleach took the opportunity to wish well the Christian Brothers Community who are leaving their base at Tilbury Place after 150 years.
Item 1.  Confirmation of Minutes - Dearbhú Miontuairiscí:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 19th January, 2009.
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher  Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “ That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 19th January, 2009 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
(b) Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 15th December, 2008. 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “That the minutes of the Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting   held on 15th December, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(c)
Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th January, 2009
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved: - “That the minutes of Thomastown Electoral Meeting held on 14th January, 2009 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(d) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area meeting held on 23rd January, 2009 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 23rd January, 2009 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(e) Minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 Environmental Policy Fire Services and Emergency Planning Meeting held on 4th February, 2009. 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting No. 3 held on 4th February, 2009 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
Item 2.
Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. - Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachtaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó Rúin an Chomhairle.         

Housing & Other Disposal - Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile

(a) Díuscairt Eile 
Tony Walsh Director of Housing & Community & Enterprise briefly outlined the reasons for these disposals.

 It was proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- 
(i) That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at Upper Grangefertagh, Co. Kilkenny to John & Mary Holohan in accordance with details contained in the Notice served under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”. 

(ii) That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at Hebron Road Industrial Estate, Hebron Road, Kilkenny to McCarthy Bros, Building Contractors in accordance with details contained in the Notice served under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”. 

(iii) That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at Graiguepadeen, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny to Eleanor Norton in accordance with details contained in the Notice served under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”. 
(b)
Community & Enterprise - Pobal agus Fiontar
    
Nominations to Joint Policing Committees 

This item followed on from the presentation made by Tony Walsh at the January Meeting of Kilkenny County Council. He informed the meeting that there was a target date that the first meeting of Kilkenny County Council’s Joint Policing Committee would be held on March 30th at 4.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber. 
At this juncture nominations were received from the various party groupings as follows:- 

From Fine Gael the  nominations are Cllrs. W. Ireland, C. Connery, P. Dunphy, T. Maher, P. O’ Neill, M. H. Cavanagh. 

From Fianna Fail the nominations are Cllrs. P. Millea, T. Brennan, C. Long, M. Doran. 

From Labour Party the nominations are Cllrs. A. Phelan, M. Shortall, M. O’ Brien. 

(c)
Water Services – 

Water Conservation Stage 2 Works – Presentation 

A detailed presentation was given by Michael Murphy SEE Water Services outlining the following:- 

· The objectives of the Water Conservation Project 

· The benefits of the water conservation project 

· Project details 

· Current levels of leakage in County Kilkenny  

· Details of stage 2 i.e. active leakage control 

Following the presentation there were a number of questions from members. The necessitynecessitynecessity of achieving requiredrequiredrequired water conservation targets as a requirement before obtaining capital funding was emphasised. 

Contributions Cllrs. M. Shortall, T. Brennan, P. Walsh, J. Brennan, M. O’ Brien, P. Dunphy, D. Doyle, M. Noonan. 

(d)
Planning – Pleanáil 

Managers Report on Submissions to Proposed Amendments to the Draft Callan, Castlecomer, Graiguenamanagh and Thomastown Local Area Plans.

Denis Malone informed members regarding the submissions received on each plan. 
Following questions from members the various plans were resolved as follows:- 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by M. Doran and resolved:- “We the members of Kilkenny County Council having considered the proposal to make a Local Area Plan for Callan under Section 18-20 of the Planning & Development Act 2000-2002, as amended, having considered the County Manager’s Report of the 3rd November 2008 on the written submissions to the proposed plan, having considered that the proposal should be varied and modified in accordance with our decisions made at meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 10th November, 2008 having published the proposed amendments on the 5th of  December, 2008 having considered the Manager’s Report of the 6th February 2009 on the submissions to the proposed amendments at the meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 16th February, do hereby make the Callan Local Area Plan 2009-2015. (The Local Area Plan being the proposal published as the “proposed” plan as modified by resolution of the Council 10th November 2008 (and modified by any resolution dated 16th February, 2009)” 

In relation to the Castlecomer Local Area Plan there was some discussion regarding Submission ref. PACC2 from James Carroll.  This site had been zoned residential in the Draft Plan and in the Proposed Amendments was proposed for low-density residential. After discussion the Members resolved to retain the zoning of residential, not low-density residential, on this land. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Shortall, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- 

“We the members of Kilkenny County Council having considered the proposal to make a Local Area Plan for Castlecomer under Section 18-20 of the Planning & Development Act 2000-2002, as amended, having considered the County Manager’s Report of the 3rd November 2008 on the written submissions to the proposed plan, having considered that the proposal should be varied and modified in accordance with our decisions made at meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 10th November, 2008 having published the proposed amendments on the 5th of  December, 2008 having considered the Manager’s Report of the 6th February 2009 on the submissions to the proposed amendments at the meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 16th February, do hereby make the Castlecomer Local Area Plan 2009-2015. (The Local Area Plan being the proposal published as the “proposed” plan as modified by resolution of the Council 10th November 2008 (and modified by any resolution dated 16th February, 2009)”

Proposed by Cllr. A. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:- 

“We the members of Kilkenny County Council having considered the proposal to make a Local Area Plan for Graiguenamanagh under Section 18-20 of the Planning & Development Act 2000-2002, as amended, having considered the County Manager’s Report of the 3rd November 2008 on the written submissions to the proposed plan, having considered that the proposal should be varied and modified in accordance with our decisions made at meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 10th November, 2008 having published the proposed amendments on the 5th of  December, 2008 having considered the Manager’s Report of the 6th February 2009 on the submissions to the proposed amendments at the meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 16th February, do hereby make the Graiguenamanagh Local Area Plan 2009-2015. (The Local Area Plan being the proposal published as the “proposed” plan as modified by resolution of the Council 10th November 2008 (and modified by any resolution dated 16th February, 2009)” 

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “We the members of Kilkenny County Council having considered the proposal to make a Local Area Plan for Thomastown under Section 18-20 of the Planning & Development Act 2000-2002, as amended, having considered the County Manager’s Report of the 3rd November 2008 on the written submissions to the proposed plan, having considered that the proposal should be varied and modified in accordance with our decisions made at meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 10th November, 2008 having published the proposed amendments on the 5th of  December, 2008 having considered the Manager’s Report of the 6th February 2009 on the submissions to the proposed amendments at the meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 16th February, do hereby make the Thomastown Local Area Plan 2009-2015. (The Local Area Plan being the proposal published as the “proposed” plan as modified by resolution of the Council 10th November 2008 (and modified by any resolution dated 16th February, 2009)” 

Contibutions Cllrs. J. Coonan, M. O’ Brien, M. Noonan, P. Cuddihy. 

Following the above resolutions, the Cathaoirleach thanked all those who had engaged in the process both Councillors, general members of the public and officials. He particularly acknowledged the work which had been done by the forward planning team of Denis Malone and Caitriona Reilly. The County Manager Joe Crockett joined with the Cathaoirleach in thanking those who had engaged so positively in the process. 

(e)
Roads – Bóithre

  (i)
Local Government Act 2001 – Section 85 Agreement with North and South Tipperary County Councils regarding winter maintenance operations. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council being of the opinion that it would be more convenient to enter into an Agreement with South Tipperary County Council in respect of the salting of sections of the N76 pursuant to the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001. This agreement enables Kilkenny County Council to undertake, within the administrative area of South Tipperary County Council, salting of sections of the N76 between the county boundary at Trenchmore to the junction with the R696 to Carrick on-Suir at Glenbower. Consisting of approximately 10.70 kms. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved: - “That Kilkenny County Council being of the opinion that it would be more convenient to enter into an Agreement with North Tipperary County Council in respect of the salting of the M8 Motorway and the salting of the M8 interchange pursuant to the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001. This agreement enables North Tipperary County Council to undertake salting of the M8 Motorway from its boundary with South Tipperary County Council at Urlingford to the Laois boundary at Cullahill consisting of approximately 11.0 kms within the administrative area of Kilkenny County Council and enables Kilkenny County Council to undertake salting of the M8 interchange consisting of approximately 1.70 kms at Two Mile Borris within the administrative area of North Tipperary County Council.
Following questions by the members, John Mulholland Director of Services informed the meeting that Kilkenny County Council had received approval for a further gritter as concerns had been raised due to the N8 not being gritted during the recent cold weather. He informed the meeting that this winter had required the highest level of gritting since 1982 and the provision of the required levels of salt have been identified as a risk going forward into next year. He confirmed to the meeting that a €500,000 grant had been provided for the connecting of roads to the new N9 and bringing them up to the required standard. 

Contributions Cllrs. P. Millea, M. Brett, M. Doran, D. Doyle, M. O’ Brien, M. H. Cavanagh and T. Maher. 
(ii) Extinguishment of Right of Way at Coolnacrutta, Johnstown 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the proposal to publish Notice of Intention to Extinguish the Public Right of Way at the following location:- Old Road L5810 road at Coolnacrutta, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny. 
(iii) Notification of Roads Grant Allocation for 2009 by the NRA 

John Mulholland had previously circulated notification of the roads grant allocation for 2009 and an additional page was circulated at this particular meeting. Following circulation of the report John Mulholland replied to a number of queries that arose from the content of same. Contributions Cllrs. M. O’ Brien, P. Dunphy, P. O’ Neill, J. Coonan, C. Long, P. Walsh, A. Phelan, D. Dowling, P. Doyle, T. Maher. 
(iv) Draft Mobility Management Plan for Kilkenny City & Environs (2009-2014) Approval to proceed to public consultation under Road Traffic Act and Part 9 of Planning Regulations 
It was proposed Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- “That the Draft Mobility Management Plan for Kilkenny City & Environs and proposed improvements to John Street, Rose Inn Street and High Street proceed to public consultation in accordance with the County Managers Report circulated to members in advance of this meeting. 
It was further proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and resolved: - ““That  Kilkenny County Council being of the opinion that  it would be more convenient to  enter into  an Agreement with  Kilkenny Borough Council in respect of the proposed Draft Mobility Management Plan for Kilkenny City & Environs and proposed improvements to John Street, Rose Inn Street and High Street  pursuant to the provisions of Section 85 of  the Local Government Act 2001. This agreement enables Kilkenny Borough Council to undertake on behalf of Kilkenny County Council all necessary scheme planning and statutory consultation procedures within the administrative areas of Kilkenny Borough Council to facilitate the proposed Plan”.

Contributions Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, M. Noonan, D. Doyle, A. Phelan, T. Brennan and P. Fitzpatrick. 

(f)
Corporate Affairs 

Invitation to James Hoban Exhibit & Conference in Charleston, South Carolina

The Cathaoirleach drew members attention to an invitation which he had received from Charleston County Council inviting him to attend the James Hoban Exhibit and Conference to be held on the 16th & 17th of March this year. Councillor’s were in agreement that it was important to foster the links between Charleston, Washington and Kilkenny and acknowledge the role that James Hoban a native of Kilkenny played in both Washington and Charleston communities. It was proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That the Cathaoirleach accept the invitation of the Charleston County Council and attend their exhibit and conference to be accompanied by Joe Crockett County Manager and Dr. Maire Downey from Kilkenny Archaeological Society. 

Contributions Cllrs. Matt Doran. 
3.
 Urgent Correspondence - Comhfhreagras Práinneach

Cllr. Dick Dowling raised the issue of the Joint Retail Strategy for South Kilkenny and expressed disappointment as to the delay of receiving an interim report. The County Manager in reply stated that he understood the members view on this issue and confirmed that due to the downturn in the economy the initial reivew had to be revised on two occasions. He confirmed that he would meet with the members of the Piltown area at a date to be decided by the members to discuss an interim report. It was agreed that the importance of this Joint Retail Strategy be impressed upon the other two relevant authorities i.e. Waterford City Council and Waterford County Council. 
Under this item Philip O’ Neill Director of Services confirmed to members that the County Manager had approved the awarding of contracts in respect of the Thomastown and Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme. An update was received from Billy Mernagh on this issue. He confirmed an estimated construction period of 8-9 months on these two schemes and stated his hope that they should be operational by the end of the year. 

With regard to other queries on various water and sewerage schemes, he confirmed that the Gowran Waster Water Treatment Palnt s
Scheme should be ready in July/August?.. He further confirmed that a Part 8 had been advertised in respect of the Mooncoin Water Supply Scheme and that a report should be coming before the members for the April Meeting. 
In respect to queries on the Johnstown/Freshford/Goresbridge bundle, Mr. Mernagh confirmed to the meeting that the consultants are currently working on the design and land acquisistion, wayleaves have also to be concluded before tender documents are finalised.  

It was suggested by Cllr. M. Shortall that in respect of the sewerage upgrade for Castlecomer and resurfacing works, that Kilkenny County Council would examine commencing the  necessary upgrade for water at the same time in order to minimise disruption. 

Contributions:- Cllrs. P. Millea, M. H. Cavanagh, M. Shortall and J. Brennan. 

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle “That Kilkenny County Council would write to the Late Late Show inviting them to hold a show at the new Watershed as an opportunity to promote this new facility”. 

It was proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett “ That we write back to the HSE expressing dissatisfaction with their reply to our letter of 23rd January, 2009”. 
4.     
Business adjourned from a previous Meeting - Gnó ar athló ó chruinniú   roimhe  seo:

   None 

5.    Fix Dates and Times of Meetings - Dátaí agus Amanta do chruinnithe a shocrú:
(i)
Schedule of meetings from February - April. It was proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved: - “That the schedule of meetings as circulated be and is hereby agreed”. 

6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council - Plé ar Thuairiscí agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 

(a)  Report on Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 11th November, 2008 


This report was presented by Area Chair Cllr. M. O’ Brien and was agreed to be taken as read. 
(b)  Report on Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 1st December, 2008 


This report was presented by Area Chair Cllr. J. Coonan and it was agreed by the meeting that it would be taken as read. 
(c)
Report on the Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 16th December, 2008 


Report presented by the SPC Chair Cllr. T. Brennan. Policy Issues arising:- 
· Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 

· Annual Traveller census 

· The preliminary results of the National Housing Needs Assessment. 
Under this item Cllr. Michael O’ Brien raised an issue regarding the Wetlands Halting Site. In regard to this issue, Tony Walsh Director of Services informed the meeting that Kilkenny County Council had put in place major investment of time and money working with the families concerned which in his view had lead to significant improvements. He confirmed that he himself had been on site twice within the last two weeks. He acknowledged the support and input of the members in the Kilkenny local area. 
Contributions Cllrs. J. Coonan, P. Fitzpatrick and M. H. Cavanagh. 
(d)
Report on Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 19th December, 2008 


Report presented by Cllr. T. Maher. Arising from this report some queries arose concerning the moving of polling stations arising from the changes in the Electoral Areas. The Director of Corporate Affairs John Mulholland informed the meeting that Kilkenny County Council were currently reviewing the polling stations with the County Registrar and they would revert to members in due course. 


With regard to the issue of flooding, he confirmed to members that the report from the consultants would be available for the meeting on the 23rd of February. 

(e)
Report on Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 15th December, 2008 


Report presented by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh Area Chair and agreed by the members. 

(f)
Report on Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th of January, 2009 


This report was presented by Cllr. Michael O’ Brien and was agreed by the meeting. 

(g)
Report on Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 23rd January, 2009. 


Report presented by Cllr. D. Dowling Area Chair and agreed to be taken as read by the meeting. 

(h)
Report on SPC 3 Environment Policy, Fire Services and Emergency Planning meeting held on 4th February, 2009 


Report presented by the SPC Chair Cllr. M. Brett. 


Policy Issues Arising:- 

· Draft Kilkenny Climate Change Action Plan 

· Presentation made by Simon Walton SE regarding the estimated closure time for Dunmore Landfill. 
· Policy document on waste enforcement policy has been submitted to the EPA. 

· Presentation made on the Sludge Register/Sludge Management protocol. 

Arising from this report Cllr. J. Brennan raised the issue of the dumping of rubbish locally which in his view was being replicated around the County. He acknowledged the work which had been done to alleviate this problem but stated that help was needed of the local area office. 

It was agreed that the meeting would record member’s appreciation for the work being done by the staff at the Civic Amenity Centre in Dunmore and the good relations they enjoy with the customers of the civic amenity centre. 

It was suggested by Cllr. J. Coonan that the Council area office should avail of any future Social Employment Schemes that may arise with regard to clearing of any rubbish. 

It was proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher:- “That Kilkenny County Council write to Teagasc and the Minister for Agriculture asking them to change the regulations for the spreading of slurry to allow for the spreading of slurry being dependent on suitable climate conditions rather then calendar dates”. 
7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting -   Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe   
None  

(8) 
Education & Training 

(a)
Request for approvals to attend as per circulated list:-


 Proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle  Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and agreed. 

(9)
Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha ag èirí as Miontuairiscí

None

(10)
Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 

In response to queries from members John Mulholland and Philip O’ Neill confirmed that the Section 66 Grants and Amenity Grants would be advertised shortly. 
 (11) 
Notices of Motion - Fógraí Rúin:


 1(09) Cllrs. Ann Phelan, Michael O’ Brien, Maurice Shortall, Marie Fitzpatrick. 


“In light of the Closure of Galmoy mines and the urgent catastrophic levels of unemployment in Kilkenny City, the four scheduled towns and Kilkenny county, we now urgently, request the Junior Minister at the Department of Trade, Enterprise and Employment, Mr. John McGuinness, to attend a special meeting of Kilkenny County Council to discuss what efforts are being made on retaining jobs and a strategy for job creation in this region”. 


It was noted that an invitation had been issued to the Junior Minister for the Department of Trade, Enterprise and Employment Mr. John McGuinness to attend a Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council. 

2(09)  Cllr. Pat O’ Neill. 
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council considers reducing the price of their affordable houses by at least 15% or considers transferring these houses to the social housing programme”. 

In response to same Tony Walsh Director of Services confirmed that Kilkenny County Council are currently doing up a revised schedule regarding the price of their affordable houses. 

3(09)  Cllr. Pat O’ Neill. 

Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved: - “That Kilkenny County Council seeks immediate funding to purchase lands to start a social housing building programme”. 

Tony Walsh confirmed that Kilkenny County Council are seeking to maximise the utilisation of all social housing initiatives. 

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett:- “That Standing Orders would be extended for 15 minutes to allow completion of this item”. 
4(09)  Cllr. Michael O’ Brien 
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved: - “That Kilkenny County Council calls on the Government and the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, to immediately complete decentralisation of all of the Health & Safety Authority staff; including the staff of REACH (Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals); from their temporary (August 2006) accommodation in Kilkenny to its declared Thomastown base”. 

5(09) Cllr. Michael O’ Brien  


Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill:-
“That Kilkenny County Council will examine the long-term value for money benefits of the Government’s proposal to lease empty private residences for reletting, before any commitments are entered into”.

It was agreed that management would revert to the members on this and the other housing issues raised. 

  6(09) Thomastown Electoral Area 

“ That the speed limit on the N9 should remain unchanged when it downgrades to a regional road upon the opening of the motorway and that the issue of the allocation of money for the future maintenance of these roads be discussed with the National Roads Authority/Department of Transport”. 

This notice of motion was agreed. 
12.
Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council County   Council - Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:

5(09)
 Athlone Town Council – 27th January, 2009 

“That the Mayor and Members of Athlone Town Council seek the support of all Local Authorities to request the Commission for Energy Regulation to review and reduce energy costs to levels which reflect current crude oil prices and that this be done immediately and not next October”.

Noted. 

6(09)
Muinebheag Town Council – 5th February, 2009 
“Pursuant of an audit in FAS that any savings identified be used for the extension of a community employment programme with particular regard to the maintenance and upkeep of community facilities”. 

Noted. 

7(09) Dublin City Council – 5th February, 2009 

“That the Manager ends the trend of Dublin City Council failing to make use of the opportunities presented by International Women’s Day to promote women’s participation in the political, economic and social life of Dublin City. Given only one quarter of Councillors are women, as a signal of its commitment to gender equality, the Manager will initiate a programme of annual events which will become embedded in the annual life of the city and contribute towards promoting women’s equal participation in governance of the city”. 

Noted. 

8(09) Kerry County Council – 6th February, 2009 

“That the members of Kerry County Council call on the Government to introduce a one-off special tourist tax relief of up to 20% for Irish residents who will holiday at home this year in light of the current economic/financial climate which we are in”. 


Noted. 

The meeting concluded at 6.15 p.m. 
_________________________



___________ 

CATHAOIRLEACH
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